
CURRICULUM VITAE: Dr. Damien W. Riggs 
 
 

 
Senior Lecturer, School of Social and Policy Studies, Flinders University 

GPO Box 2100, Adelaide, 5001 
 

Visiting Research Fellow, School of Psychology, The University of Adelaide 
Adelaide, South Australia, Australia, 5005. 

 
Phone:  +61 (0)8 8201 2786 

 
Email:  damien.riggs@flinders.edu.au 

 
 
Education and Qualifications 
 
2003-2006: PhD Thesis title: Belonging, benevolence and the repression of white violence. 

School of Psychology, The University of Adelaide.  
 
2002: Bachelor of Social Sciences (First Class Honours) (Psychology) Thesis 

title: Both subject and object. Department of Psychology, Charles Sturt 
University, NSW, Australia.  

 
1999-2001: Bachelor of Behavioural Science (Psychology and Sociology) 
 School of Psychology, Flinders University, Australia.  
 
 
Publications 
 
 
Scholarly Books 
 
1. Due, C. & Riggs, D.W. (2011). Representations of Indigenous Australians in the mainstream 

news media. Teneriffe, QLD: Post Pressed. 
 

2. Riggs, D.W. & Due, C. (2011). Directions and intersections. Adelaide: ACRAWSA. 
 

3. Riggs, D.W. (2010). What about the children! Masculinities, sexualities and hegemony. 
Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Press. 
 

4. Clarke, V., Peel, E., Ellis, S.J. & Riggs, D.W. (2010). Lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and 
queer psychology: An introduction. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 

5. Baird, B. & Riggs, D.W. (Eds.) (2009). The racial politics of bodies, nations and 
knowledges. Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Press. 
 

6. Riggs, D.W. (2007). Becoming parent: Lesbians, gay men, and family. Teneriffe, QLD: 
Post Pressed. 
 

7. Riggs, D.W. (Ed.) (2007). Taking up the challenge: Critical race and whiteness studies in 
a postcolonising nation. Adelaide: Crawford House Publishers. 
 

8. Riggs, D.W. (2006). Priscilla, (white) queen of the desert: Queer rights/race privilege. 
New York: Peter Lang. 

 
9. Riggs, D.W. & Walker, G. (Eds.) (2004). Out in the antipodes: Australian and New 

Zealand perspectives on gay and lesbian issues in psychology. Perth: Brightfire. 
 



Scholarly Book Chapters 
 
10. Riggs, D.W. (in-press 2012). Talking about ‘diverse genders and sexualities’ means taking 

about more than white middle-class queers. In Y. Taylor (Ed.) Educational diversity: The 
subject of difference and different subjects. Palgrave Macmillian. 
 

11. Riggs, D.W. (in-press 2012). Ethical issues in LGBT couple and family therapy. In J.J. 
Bigner & J.L. Wetchler (Eds.), Handbook of LGBT affirmative couple and family therapy. 
 

12. Riggs, D.W. & das Nair, R. (in-press 2012). Intersecting identities. In R. das Nair and C. 
Butler (Eds.), Beyond rainbows: Diversity in lesbian, gay and bisexual communities. Wiley 
Blackwell. 

 
13. Riggs, D.W. (in-press 2012). Case study research. In C. Phellas (Ed.) Researching non-

heterosexual sexualities. Surrey: Ashgate. 
  

14. Riggs, D.W. (2011). The racial politics of marriage: Rights and relationships in colonial 
context. In V. Marsh (Ed.) Speak now: Australian perspectives on same-sex marriage. 
Melbourne: Clouds of Magellan.  
 

15. Riggs, D.W. (2011). Perceptions of support among Australian lesbian and gay foster carers. 
In M. Morrison, D.T. McDermott, M.A. Carrigan & T.G. Morrison (Eds.) Sexual minority 
research in the new millenium. New York: Nova Science. 

 
16. Connellan, K., Due, C., & Riggs, D.W. (2011). Gardens of the mind: Nature, power and 

design for mental health. In N.F.M. Roozenburg, L.L. Chen & P.J. Stappers (Eds), Diversity 
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class in the counselling setting. In S.K. Anderson & V.A. Middleton (Eds.) Explorations in 
privilege, oppression and diversity (pp. 229-238). Brooks Cole.  
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culture: An encyclopedia. Connecticut: Greenwood. 
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examining power and propriety in family contexts. In M. Barker & D. Langdridge (Eds.) 
Understanding non-monogamies. New York: Routledge. 
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donors, queer parents, and our unexpected families. Toronto: Insomniac Press. 
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66. Riggs, D.W. (2010). On accountability: Towards a white middle-class queer ‘post identity 

politics identity politics’. Ethnicities, 10, 344-357. Impact Factor 0.625, ERA: A 
 

67. Due, C. & Riggs, D.W. (2010). Representing ‘Australian land’. Mainstream media reporting 
of Native Title. International Journal of Critical Indigenous Studies, 3. 
 

68. Due, C. & Riggs, D.W. (2010). ‘Playing at the edges’: The use of playground spaces in South 
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91. Riggs, D.W. & Delfabbro, P.H. (2008). Economics of care: Recognition and remuneration of 
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108. Riggs, D.W. (2006). Developmentalism and the rhetoric of ‘best interests of the child’: 
Challenging constructions of families and children in foster care. Journal of GLBT Family 
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Philament: An Online Journal of the Arts and Culture, 9. 
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accountable pedagogy and practice. Australian Psychologist, 39, 110-126. Impact Factor: 
0.421, ERA: B 
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121. Riggs, D.W. (2003). Repressing a privileged location: Exploring the uncanniness of white 
belonging in Australia. Analysis, 12, 97-112. ERA: A 
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1. Riggs, D.W. (2011). ‘They’re all just little bits, aren’t they’: Lesbian mothers negotiating 

educational contexts. Fay Gale Annual Conference: Gender/Sexuality: Perspectives on Social 
Inclusion & Citizenship, Adelaide, 9-11 November. 

2. Riggs, D.W. (2011). Anti-Asian sentiment amongst a sample of men on gaydar. New 
Communities, New Racisms, Melbourne, November 10-11. 

3. Riggs, D.W. (2011). Educational experiences of lesbian mother families. 45th Annual 
Australian Psychological Society Conference, Canberra, 3-7 October. 



4. Connellan, K., Due, C., & Riggs, D.W. (2011). Light lies: How does glass communicate in a 
mental health unit? Australian and New Zealand Communication Conference, July 6-8, 
Hamilton, New Zealand. 
 

5. Riggs, D.W. Pragmatic imbalances: Australian lesbian and gay foster carers and the 
current legal context. AIJA Child Protection Conference, Brisbane, 7-9 May. 
 

6. Riggs, D.W.  & Connellan, K. (2011). Stress spaces: Architecture and mental health. 
International Conference on Health, Wellness and Society, Berkley, 20-22 January. 
 

7. Riggs, D.W., Connellan, K., Due, C., Rowlands, C., & Curry, J. (2011). Stressed spaces: The 
impact of design upon wellbeing. International Critical Health Psychology Conference, 
Adelaide, 18-20 April.  
 

8. Riggs, D.W. (2010). Other people’s children too: Practices of naming and belonging in 
adoptive and foster families. Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Intercountry Adoption in 
Australia: History, Policy, Practice and Experience, Melbourne September 30-October 1. 
 

9. Riggs, D.W. (2010). Experiences of Australian lesbian and gay foster carers. Australian 
Society of Psychosocial Obstetrics and Gynaecology Conference, Melbourne, 30-31 July. 
 

10. Riggs, D.W. (2010). Experiences of Australian lesbian and gay foster carers and those who 
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